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                                                                          The Study of Mind and Its Functions


THE SIX ROOT AFFLICTIONS

	Entity
	Object of observation
	Subjective

aspect 
	function
	Remarks

	(1) ATTACHMENT

	· A mental factor that perceives a contaminated thing to be attractive by way of its own entity and thereupon seeks it.

· It is clinging of the three realms.
	Beautiful and attractive internal or external object
	Difficulty of separating from the object
	Produces sufferings
	Three types: 

(1) attachment of the desire realm

(2) attachment of the form realm

(3) attachment of the formless realm

	(2) ANGER

	· It is a malice that, upon observing the three objects of observation of anger, cannot tolerate them and wishes to harm them.

· It is a malice towards sentient beings, suffering, and phenomena that are the sources of suffering.
	(1) sentient beings

(2) one's own sufferings

(3) the sources from which these sufferings arise


	Malice
	Support for not abiding in contact with happiness  and for misconduct
	Nine causes of malice with regard to oneself, one’s friend, and one’s enemy in terms of the past, present, and future.

Regarding oneself
1. I was harmed (in the past) 

2. I am being harmed (in the present) 

3. I will be harmed (in the future) 
Regarding one’s friend: 

1. They were harmed. 

2. They are being harmed. 

3. They will be harmed. 

Regarding one’s enemy : 

1. They had benefited. 
2. Someone is helping and benefiting them now. 
3. In future, they will benefit and be helped. 

	(3) PRIDE

	· A mental factor that has the aspect of a puffing up of the mind upon observing the basis for puffing up – one's own wealth, qualities, and so forth.

· It is a puffing up of the mind in dependence on the view of the transitory collection.
	One’s own wealth, possessions, and qualities
	Puffing up of the mind
	Acting as a support for disrespecting others and support for suffering in future lives. 


	Seven types:  

1. pride 

2. exceeding pride 

3. pride beyond pride 

4. pride of thinking "I" 

5. pride of vanity 

6. pride of slight inferiority 

7. wrongful pride 



	(4) IGNORANCE
	
	
	
	

	· A mental factor of unknowing that is obscured regarding the mode of abiding of all phenomena.
· It is unknowing of the three realms.
	All phenomena
	Unknowing 
	Acts as a support for the arising of wrong ascertainment, doubt, and afflictions with respect to phenomena.
	Two types:

1. Obscuration with respect to actions and their results

2. Obscuration with respect to the meaning of suchness

	(5) DOUBT
	
	
	
	

	· A mental factor that wavers between two points within observation of the four truths, cause and result, and so forth.

· This is being two-minded with regard to the truths.
	Four noble truths & the presentation of karma and their effects
	Two-pointed mind  
	Acts as a support for not engaging in the class of virtue.


	Doubt here is the afflicted doubt that  is abandoned on the path of seeing,

	(6) AFFLICTED VIEWS 

	(6.1) VIEW OF THE TRANSITORY COLLECTION

	· It is an afflicted wisdom that observes the appropriated aggregates and apprehends them to be a real “I” and mine.

· It is any endurance, desire, intelligence, conception, or view

    which views the five appropriated aggregates as a real “I” and mine.
	One’s own aggregates 
	Self-sufficient substantially existent “I” 
	Acts as a support for all views
	Two types of the view of the transitory collection: (1) conception of “I” and (2) conception of ‘‘mine”
When divided, there are twenty types:  

(1) view of forms as a self

(2) view of the self as possessing forms

(3) view of forms as mine

(4) view of the self as abiding in forms
Similar division into four each with respect to (1) feelings, (2) discrimination, (3) compositional factors, and (4) consciousness (the remaining four of the five aggregates)

	(6.2) VIEW HOLDING TO AN EXTREME 

	· An afflicted wisdom that observes the self that is held by the view of the transitory collection and apprehends it to be either permanent or annihilated.

· It is any endurance, desire, intelligence, conception, or view that views the five appropriated aggregates as being either permanent or annihilated.
	Self that is held by the view of the transitory collection
	Apprehending permanence or annihilation 
	Hindering definite emergence by means of the middle path
	

	(6.3) CONCEPTION OF A [BAD] VIEW AS SUPREME

	· An afflicted wisdom that observes other bad views and the aggregates, the locus in dependence on which they arise, and holds them to be supreme

· It is any endurance, desire, intelligence, conception, or view which views:

· views and

· the locus of the views, that is, the five appropriated aggregates,
to be supreme, to be chief, to be superior, and to be excellent.
	(1) Any of the three views holding them to be supreme—- the view of the transitory collection, the view holding to an extreme, or 
wrong view and holding them to be supreme

(2) The aggregates of the viewer in dependence on which the above three view arise

	Holding the three views and the aggregates of the person holding these views to be supreme
	Acting as a support for strongly adhering to bad views.


	

	(6.4) CONCEPTION OF [BAD] ETHICS AND MODES OF CONDUCT AS SUPREME

	· An afflicted wisdom that observes:

· [bad] ethics motivated by bad views

· [bad] modes of conduct that prescribe physical and mental activities such as wearing animal skins, and

· the abode of [bad] ethics and modes of conduct – the five appropriated aggregates –to be purifying and liberating.

· It is any endurance, desire, intelligence, conception, or view, which views:

· [bad] ethics and modes of conduct and

· the locus of the [bad] ethics and modes of conduct, that is, the five appropriated aggregates, to be purifying, liberating, and delivering
	(1) Bad ethics and modes of conduct to be purifying, liberating, and delivering 

(2) The locus of the [bad] ethics and modes of conduct, i.e.,  the five

appropriated aggregates,

to be purifying, liberating, and delivering
	This is a mind that believes that something that is not the cause of liberation to be the cause of liberation. It is a mind that believes that something that is not a path leading to liberation to be a path leading to liberation. 


	Acting as a support for fruitless fatigue.


	

	(6.5) WRONG VIEW 

	· An afflicted wisdom that views the cause and result of actions, past and future lives, and so forth as non-existent.

· It is any endurance, desire, intelligence, conception, or view that deprecates cause, result or functionality, and wrongly conceives existent disintegrating things. 
	Past and future lives, workings of cause and effect, four noble truths 

	Mind that deprecates stating that past and future lives, karma, and so forth do not exist 
	· Acting as a support for engaging in non-virtue and not engaging in virtue.


	Four types: 

(1) wrong view that deprecates causes,

(2) wrong view that deprecates results,

(3) wrong view that deprecates functionality, and

(4) wrong view that deprecates existent things.
The wrong view that deprecates actions and their results, past and future rebirths, and so forth severs all roots of virtue and is taught to be the most serious among all wrong views. 
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